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COPY of correspondence between the Irish Government and the Commis- 
sioners of Intermediate Education for Ireland on the subject of the 
Resolution of the House of Commons of 21st May, 1906. with reference 
to the Rules and Programme of Intermediate Examinations for the 
year 1907. 


Dublin Castle, 2ith May , 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

I am desired by the Lord Lieutenant to request that you will bring under the notice of the 
Commissioners of Intermediate Education, at then 1 next Meeting, the fact that on the 21st instant 
the House of Commons, on the motion of Mr. T. O’Donnell, M.P. for West Kerry, adopted the 
following motion : — 

“That an humble address be presented to His Majesty, praying that the Rules of the 
Intermediate Board for Ireland for the year 1906-7 be not sanctioned by Parliament till 
they are amended in the following particulars : — 

“ Rule 34 (b), page 20, line 4, leave out, 1 If only one language is taken it must be either 
Latin, French, or German,’ or Rule 34 (6), page 20, line 5, after ‘ German’ insert 
‘ or Irish ’ ; Rule 43 (4), add ‘ domestic economy and hygiene ’ as main subjects, ‘ for 
girls’ ; Rule 61, page 26, line 1, at beginning insert ‘ in Irish.’ ” 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

The Assistant Commissioners of J. B. Dougherty. 

Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume- street. 

Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

25 th May , 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant and to acquaint you, 
for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that your letter will be submitted to 
the Commissioners of Intermediate Education at a specially summoned Meeting on the 31st 
instant. 

We are, Sir. 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

The Under Secretary, Assistant Commissioners. 

Dublin Castle. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

lsi June , 1906. 

Sir, 

With reference to the letter of the Assistant Under Secretary of the 24tli May hist, drawing 
the attention of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland to the motion adopted by the House 
of Commons on the 21st May on the motion of Mr. T. O’Donnell, M.P., we are directed by the 
Board to forward to you the following resolution passed at a special Meeting held on the 31st 
May, 1906 
Resolved — 

“ That the Board feel themselves compelled, in the interests of Intermediate Education in 
Ireland, to decline to amend their Rules in the particulars mentioned in the resolution 
passed by the House of Commons on the 21st May, 1906.” 

We have also been directed to bring under the consideration of His Majesty’s Government the 
position in which the whole system of Intermediate Education in Ireland has been placed by the 
action of the representative of the Irish Government in the House of Commons. 

A motion by a private member for the purpose, practically, of procuring the disapproval by -the 
House of a certain portion of the Rules passed by this Board for the year 1907, received the 
support of the Chief Secretary, although the sanction of the Irish Government to the Rules had 
been previously obtained in the statutory manner. 

The approval of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, required by the 6th Section of the 
Intermediate Education (Ireland) Act, 1878 (41 and 42 Vic., ch. 66) to the Rules of the Board, 
was intended to bo, and is, that of His Majesty’s Government. For these Rules, when so 
approved, the Government is as responsible as is the Board. This was necessary, by reason of the 
power reserved to either House of Parliament to express its disapproval. Such a provision in- 
volves the presence in Parliament of a person responsible for these Rules. Upon a motion for 
disapproval the constitutional question for consideration is not the conduct of the Board iu making 
their Rules, as they have no representative in the House, but that of the Executive Government 
in approving them. 

The Commissioners feel the great danger to the cause of true education which would result if 
rules carefully framed by a public Board charged with the interests of an important branch of 
education were liable to be set aside by a vote of the House of Commons, without any official 
statement in its defence. 
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Whatever be the practical effect of the recent vote on the Rules for 1907, in whole or in part, 
its result must be, unless reversed, to dislocate the whole system of Intermediate Education for 
the year 1907, the responsibility for which result rests upon the Government. 

The Board think, that in justice to their action in this mattei-, the present letter should be 
laid before Parliament. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 


The Right Hon. James Bryce, M.P., 

Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, 
Dublin Castle. 


T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant-Commissioners. 


Dublin Castle, IDA June, 1900. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the x-eceipt of your letter of the 1st 
instant on the subject of the Resolution adopted, on the 21st May, by the House of Commons on 
the motion of Mr. T. O’Donnell, M.P., with reference to the Rules and Programme of Examinations 
for 1907 under the Board of Intermediate Education. 

In reply thereto, I am to state, for the information of the Commissioners, that His Excellency 
is advised that the practical effect of the Resolution is to disapprove of the Rules for 1907 in their 
present form, and that under Section 6 of the Act 41 and 42 Vic., cap. 66, the Rules for 1907 
have now become void and of no effect. 

It is, therefore, necessai-y that the Commissioners should submit for His Excellency’s approval 
further draft Rules and a Schedule with a Programme of Examinations for the year 1907, as 
otherwise the Examinations for next year cannot be held ; and, as the Rules, when approved by 
His Excellency, must lie upon the Tables of the Houses of Parliament for the. statutable period of 
forty days during the present Session, His Excellency hopes that the Commissioners will kindly 
take the matter into vei-y eai’ly consideration, and favour him with the draft Rules as soon as may 
be possible. 

As the matter is vei-y urgent, His Excellency confines himself in the pi-esent communication to 
the question of the Rules for 1907. His Excellency will subsequently cause a further communi- 
cation to be addressed to the Commissioners respecting the other matters inferred to in your letter 
under reply. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. Dougherty. 

The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education, 

Hume-street. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

12 th June, 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, No. 12,644, which 
shall be submitted to the Intermediate Education Board at a Special Meeting to be held on 
Thursday next, 14th instant. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 


The Under Secretary 

Dublin Castle. 


T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

14 th June, 1906. 

Sir, 

The Intermediate Education Boaxd had under considei-ation at their Meeting this day your 
letter of the 11th instant, No. 12,644. 

We are directed to state in reply that the Commissioners feel compelled to offer as a solution 
of the pi-esent difficulty the continuance for another yeai of the Rules approved and sanctioned 
by Parliament for the year 1906 together with the Programme for 1907, which was approved by 
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and to which no exception was taken by the House of 

Commons. 
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They recognise that this is only a temporary expedient, adopted in the interests of the schools, 
but the disallowance by Parliament of some of the rules would require such careful reconsideration 
and re-adjustfnent of the rest, that the completion of this labour at this late stage of the Parlia- 
mentary session is impossible. 

It will be the duty of the Board to reconsider the Rules and Programme at an early date, 
but in undex-taking this task, they think it also their duty to express to Parliament, through His 
Excellency, the great obstacle which their efforts have hitherto met and still meet, in the refusal 
of the Government to appoint Inspectors, who appear to them a necessary factor in any adequate 
reform. A mere system of Examination is no sufficient guarantee of Intermediate education, and 
they ax-e convinced that the present and other difficulties might have been obviated bad proper 
inspection been established some yeai-s ago, when sanctioned by Act of Parliament and repeatedly 
asked for by the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners accoi-dingly submit-, for the appx-oval of His Excellency, draft Rules and 
Programme framed on the above lines. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


The Under Secretary. 

Dublin Castle. 


Dublin Castle, 

18<A June, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

Referring to your letter of the 14th instant submitting draft Rules and Programme of 
Examinations under the Intermediate Education Act for the year 1907, I am directed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to request that you will be so good as to inform the Commissioners that His 
Excellency, on receiving from you the Rules and Programme duly signed and sealed, will be pre- 
pared to take them into favourable consideration. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. Dougherty. 


The Assistant Commissioners of 

Intermediate Education, 
Hume-street. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume 7 sti’eet, Dublin, 

19 th June, 1906. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 1 8th instant, we are directed by the Board to transmit 
to you, duly signed and sealed, the Rules and Programme of Examinations of the Intermediate 
Education Board for Ireland for the year 1907, and we are to request that you will be good enough 
to take an early opportunity of submitting same to His Excelleucy the Lord Lieutenant for his 
approval. 

We are to add that the Intermediate Commissioners felt compelled to offer as a solution of the 
present difficulty the continuance for another year of the Rules approved and sanctioned by 
Parliament for the year 1906, together with the Programme for 1907, which was approved by His 
Excellency, and to which no exception was taken by the House of Commons. 

They recognise that this is only a temporary expedient adopted in the interests of the schools ; 
but the disallowance by Parliament of some of the Rules would require such careful reconsideration 
and re-adjustment of the x-est, that the completion of this labour at this late stage of the Parlia- 
mentary session is impossible. 

It will be the duty of the Board to reconsider the Rules and Programme at an early date. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swifte Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


The Under Secretary 

Dublin Castle. 
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Gentlemen, 


Dublin Castle, 

19 th June ,. 1906. 


I have to return herewith the Rules and Programme of Examinations for the year 1907 
under the Intermediate Education Act, which have received the approval of Their Excellencies 
the Lords Justices. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 


The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education. 

Hume-street, Dublin. 


J. B. Dougherty. 


Sir, 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

20 th June , 1906. 


Supplementing our letter of the 19tli instant transmitting the Rules and Programme for 
1907, we beg to state, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that certain 
alterations consequential on the combination of the Rules of 1906, with the Programme for 1907 
have been entered in manuscript. 

Rule 6, page 10.— The Course of Book-keeping has been extended to the Senior Grade, and 
a course in Trigonometry has been introduced for the Middle Grade. 

Rule 7, page 10. — Trigonometry is now made an honour course in the Middle Grade. 

Rule 8, page 10. — The clauses relative to the Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland have been struck out as they relate to a merely temporary 
arrangement for 1906. 

Rule 10 (c.) page 12.— The period of exemption of Senior Grade students as fixed some years 
ago, has now expired, consequently this clause must be struck out. 

Rule 34, page 20.— Senior Grade. II. The Modern Literary Course ; and III. The Mathe- 
matical Course. The changes introduced are for the same reason as given with 
regard to Rule 10 (c.) supra. 

Rule 42 (IV.), (I.), ( 1 > ), page 22, and 

Rule 45, page 23. The manuscript changes introduced had been made by special amending 
Rules approved by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 


The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady. 
Swift Paine Johnston. 
Assistant Commissioners. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 

20 ill June, 1906. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 19th instant, we beg to transmit herewith, for 
presentation to Parliament, copies (four) of the Rules and Schedule containing the Programme of 
Examinations of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland for the year 1907. ° 

We also transmit the particulars of (information indicated on the form attached to your 
circular letter of the 30th March, 1899. ^o. j 


We are, Sir, 


Your obedient Servants, 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


T. J. Bellingham Bradt, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 
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Dublin Ca.stle, 

26 th June, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

With reference to the Rules and Programme of the Intermediate Education Board 
recently laid before Parliament, 1 am desired by the Chief Secretary to state that a Motion 
to disagree with these Rules may be expected, and he will, therefore, be glad if the Board will 
be so good as to furnish him. with as full a statement as possible of the grounds on which they 
formed the opinion that it was not possible within the limits of time available to present Rules 
for 1907, with the changes directed by the Resolution of the House of Commons. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. Dougherty. 

The Assistant Commissioners 
of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

27 th June , 1906. 


Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, with reference to the 
Rules and Programme of the Intermediate Education Board, recently laid before Parliament, and 
to say, for the information of the Chief Secretary, that the letter will be considered at a Special 
Meeting of the Board on Friday next, 29 th instant. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


Assistant Commissioners. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 
1, Hume-street, 


Dublin, 29 th June , 1906. 
Sin, 

We are directed by the Intermediate Education Board to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th June, 1906, in which the Board are requested to furnish a full statement of the 
grounds on which they formed the opinion that it was not possible, within the limits of time 
available, to furnish Rules for 1907, with the changes directed by the Resolution of the House of 
Commons. 


The Board beg to remind the Chief Secretary that, when this Resolution was brought to their 
notice by letter, dated the 24th of May, 1906, the Board at a Special Meeting, held on the 31st 
of May, passed a Resolution to the effect that they felt themselves compelled, in the interests of 
Intermediate Education in Ireland, to decline to amend their Rules in the particulars mentioned 
in the Resolution of the House of Commons. 

The Board, subsequently, received a letter from the Government, dated the 11th June, 1906, 
informing them that His Excellency had been advised that the practical effect of the Resolution 
of the House of Commons was to render the entire Rules void and of no effect, stating that it was 
necessary that the Board should submit, for His Excellency’s approval, draft Rules and Pro- 
gramme for the year 1907, and pointing out that the Rules must lie on the Tables of the Houses 
of Parliament for 40 days, and that the matter was very urgent. The Board was requested to 
take the matter into very early consideration, and to favour His Excellency with the draft Rules 
as soon as might be possible. 


Having regard to the great urgency of the matter, as thus pointed out, the Board, on the 14th 
June, met and passed the following resolution : — 

“ That the Board is still of opinion that the Rules for the year 1907 submitted to His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and approved by him, are preferable, from an educationai 
point of view, to those in force for the present year. But in view of the position in which 
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Intermediate Schools in Ireland have been placed by the action of the House of Commons, 
and having regard to the fact that time does not now admit of the due preparation of 
a new set of Rules for the year 1907, the Board is prepared, in order to enable examina- 
tions to be held in that year, to recommend the maintenance for another year of the system 
embodied in the Rules framed by the Board, and duly approved and sanctioned, for the 
year 1906, with the Programme for 1907, prepared by the Board and approved by His 
Excellency to which no exception has been taken by the House of Commons.” 

As the Government have asked for a fuller statement of the reasons by which the Board were 
actuated, they now proceed to state the grave and far-reaching results affecting educational 
interests which would follow from the changes specified in the Resolution of the House of 
Commons. 

The first part of the Resolution deals with the Irish language. It offers two alternatives : 
either (a) that, in addition to English, two languages, of which one may be Irish, shall be 
required from all students of the Junior, Middle, and Senior Grades ; or ( b ), that it be open to 
students to take one language only — which language may be Irish. So far as the Rules for 1907 
are concerned, the Board have serious objections to both alternatives. 

(1) . To prescribe two languages for the Junior Grade might not be considered by many a 
hardship on students of that grade. They have already taken one language in the Preparatory 
Grade, many schools would not find it burdensome to add a second in the next year of study. 
But for students of the M iddle and Senior Grades who had been allowed to pass through two or 
three years of their course with one language only, the case would be different. To require from 
them the knowledge of a new language necessary for the examinations of the Middle and Senior 
Grades, woidd be to impose on them a task which, in many cases, they could not fulfil ; it would 
oblige them to do in one year the work of three or four years, according as they were students of 
the Middle or Senior Grade. 

If the proposed change were resolved upon it would be necessary to give the schools at least a 
year’s notice of the new rale ; the Board could not, in j ustice to teachers and students, spring 
such a rule upon them. 

The Board might, no doubt, leave the responsibility for such a rule to Parliament. But this 
course, though it would exonerate the Board from public censure, would not, in their judgment, 
be consistent with their duty to the schools whose interests they are appointed to promote. 

(2) . The second alternative is, that one language only should be required and that this one 
language might be Irish. The Board hold strongly the opinion that this change if made, and the 
rest of the syllabus left as it is, would permit students who come from Irish-speaking districts, or 
who have followed the bi-lingual programme in Primary Schools, to pass through the Intermediate 
course without receiving an education which is Intermediate in any true sense. 

The Rules as they stand require every student in the three higher Grades to take six subjects 
for the Pass Examination, but a wide range of choice i3 allowed. Assuming that a student would 
content himself with the one language — Irish, he might pass the examination in the higher Grades by 
taking say, English, Irish, Arithmetic, Geometry, Book-keeping, and Shorthand — a course inferior 
to that prescribed in the Primary Schools. The Board hold that the learning of a classical, or 
foreign modern, language is an essential part of Intermediate education, and this requirement could 
not be secured in the case of Irish-speaking students if the second alternative of the Resolution of 
the House of Commons was adopted. 

The distribution of School grants for education which is not really Intermediate would inflict 
serious injustice on Intermediate Schools. As the fund at the disposal of the Board is limited 
and decreasing, all sums distributed as grants for what is merely primary education must involve 
a reduction of the rewards payable to teachers of real Intermediate Schools. 

(3) . As to the portion of the Resolution requiring that Domestic Economy and Hygiene should 
be made main subjects of the Programme, the Board would point out that these are aheady 
honour subjects, and that the marks obtained for them count towards an exhibition. What the 
Resolution requires is that the marks assigned to these subjects should be as high as those assigned 
to Classics, Mathematics, Modern Languages, and Experimental Science. While recognising the 
importance of the subjects in question, the Board hold, nevertheless, that marks should be allotted 
in proportion to the difficulty and educational value of the subjects dealt with, and they believe 
that to assign the same marks to the easier and to the more difficult subjects would be unfair to 
the students competing for exhibitions, and would seriously discourage the more difficult subjects 
in the Schools. 

The last amendment mentioned in the Resolution is to the effect that special prizes should be 
instituted in Irish in addition to those which are already given in Greek and in German. 

The motive of the Board in establishing prizes in Greek and in German was to counteract the 
tendency to neglect the study of these subjects as indicated by the gradual diminution in the 
number of students taking these languages. 

In view of the remarkable increase in the numbers of the students taking Irish, and the great 
enthusiasm with which the study of this language was taken up throughout the country, the Board 
did not deem any additional encouragement necessary. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Sei'vants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 
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Gentlemex, 


Irish Office, 

Old Queen-street, S.W., 

2nd July, 1906. 


I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant, in acknowledging your letter of the 29th June, to 
say that, while he has perused it with interest, he does not find in it the precise thing for which 
lie asked the Board. The statement furnished by the Board professes to be in satisfaction of a 
request by the Government “ for a fuller statement of the reasons by which the Board were 
actuated but I am to point out that what the Government asked for was not a statement of 
that character, but a statement of the grounds on which they formed the opinion that it was not 
possible, within the limits of time available, to furnish Rules for 1907, with the changes directed 
by the Resolution of the House of Commons. 

"■ This is unfortunate, as the House of Commons, before whom a motion to disallow the Rules 
most recently submitted by the Beard is now pending, will naturally expect to receive from the 
Government a statement of the reasons why the Board find themselves, within the present limits 
of time, unable to carry out the views of the House. 

27o course is now open to the Irish Government except to recommend to the House of 
Commons the acceptance as a temporary expedient, covering next year only, of the Rules 
recently submitted, being those which were approved in 1 905 : but this course is taken solely in 
order that the work of the Intermediate Schools may not be hampered or interfered with by 
the want of Rules for 1907, and it implies no expression of opinion regarding these Rules 
themselves. 

His Excellency further directs me, in continuation of Sir J. Dougherty’s letter of 11th June 
and in further reply to your letter of 1st June, to say that he received with the greatest surprise 
a copy of the Board’s Resolution of the 31st May expressing the Board’s intention to disregard 
the Resolution passed by the House of Commons on the 21st May. In view, however, of the 
fact that the Board, taking a more becoming view of the situation, have, in their letter of the 
1 4th J une, stated that “ it will be their duty to reconsider the Rules and Programme at an 
early date,” an intention which again finds expression in their letter of June 19, and have, 
pending such reconsideration, submitted the ad interim Rules which are now before Parliament, 
His Excellency will abstain from any further comment on the Board’s position, beyond the 
remark that their action in passing the Resolution of the 31st May was inconsistent with the 
constitutional duty imposed upon them by the Act which established the Board. He must also 
express his regret that they should not have used the opportunity which, by postponing his 
comments on their action, he had sought to give them, of rescinding that Resolution altogether. 

His Excellency does not admit the view stated in your letter of J une 1st as to the attitude of 
His Majesty’s Government towards the Rules which the Board submitted in the first instance. 
Those Rules were sent to the Lord Lieutenant without any explanatory comments, calling his 
attention to the matters which afterwards formed the subject of discussion in the House of 
Commons. Had he been made acquainted with the fact that the question of the teaching of the 
Irish Language had become in the Intermediate, as he knew it had become in the Primary bchools, 
a subject of warm discussion, he would have considered the question more fully in communication 
with the Board than it- was deemed necessai-y to do upon the case as presented by them. 

As regards the Board’s observations upon the action of the representative of the Irish Govern- 
ment in the House of Commons, I am directed to say that it is not with the Government that any 
fault lies. All the information which the Board supplied to the Government was given to the 
House, but that information was, as regards two of the points raised, extremely scanty, and gave 
the Government no material for arguing the question. As x-egards the first of the three Rules, 
which the House disapproved, the view of the Government was, and is, that the foi-mal sanction 
which had been given by His Excellency to the Rules before the sentiments entei-tained regarding 
them in Ireland had come to his knowledge, did not require the Government to express in debate 
au opinion in support of that particular Rule when it had become clear that the Rule required to 
be further examined and weighed. Every Government sometimes finds it necessai-y to x-econsider 
in the light of fuller knowledge, a point which may have been decided befoi’e adequate data had 
been supplied. Cases have occuired in England that Schemes or Rules to which a Government 
Department had given its sanction were subsequently not supported by the Government in 
Parliament; 

His Excellency learns with satisfaction from your letters of June 14th and 19th that it is 
the wish ot the Board to take the whole matter into consideration afresh, and he trusts that the 
result of the Board’s delibei-ations will be the presentation of a set of Rules calculated to secure 
general assent. He is sensible of the difficulties of the subject, and does not ignore the views and 
arguments set forth in your letter of June 29tli, though he believes it is possible to reconcile the 
interests of Intermediate Education with the feelings to which expression was given in the House 
of Commons debate. 

Upon the question of Inspectoi-s mentioned in your letter of June 14th, His Excellency dix-ects 
me to observe that he is in full agreement with the Board’s view, that a mere system of examin- 
ation is no sufficient guarantee of Intermediate Education, but he thinks it unnecessary at this 
nioiuent to enter into the reasons which have so far pi’evented the appointment of the permanent 
Inspectors whose services the Boai-d desire to possess. 


I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 


The Assistant Commissionei’s, 

Intermediate Education Board for Ii-eland. 


A. P. MacDonnell. 


M 
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Intermediate Education Office, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

3rd July, 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, which we shall submit 
to the Board at their next meeting. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 
Swift Paine J ohnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 

The Right Hon. Sir A. P. MacDonnell, G.C.S.I., 

Under Secretary for Ireland, 

Irish Office, Old Queen-street, 

London, S. W. 


Irish Office, Old Queen-street, S.W. 

4 th July , 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

With reference to your letter of the 3rd -J uly, I am desired to request that you will inform 
the Lord Lieutenant of the dale of the next meeting of the Board at which my letter of the 2nd 
instant is to be considered. 

The concluding paragraph of your letter of June 1st states the opinion that in justice to the 
Board’s action, that letter should be laid before Parliament, and subsequently in the House of 
Commons, the wish, understood to be general, was expressed that the minutes of the Board 
relating to the matter, together with the whole correspondence, should be placed on the Table of 
the House. 

The Irish Government is willing to comply with that wish, and in order that they may do so 
a copy of the minutes would need to be supplied to them by the Board. 


I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 


The Assistant Commissioners, 

Intermediate Education Board for Ireland. 


A. P. MacDonnell. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

5th July, 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant and to inform you in 
reply that at the last meeting of the Board it was decided that, owing to the necessary absence 
of some of the Commissioners, the next meeting could not be held until near the end of the present 
month. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Painf. Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 
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Dublin Castle, 

6th July, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, I am to state that, in view of the strong desire 
which has been expressed on all sides in the House of Commons that the minutes of the Board and 
the correspondence in reference to the Rules and Programme which have been disallowed by the 
House should now be published, the Irish Government feel that these papers must be laid on 
the Table of the House at the earliest possible date. 

Assuming that there will be no objection on the part of the Intermediate Education Board to 
the production of these minutes, His Excellency thinks that if it is impossible to call a meeting 
of the Boax-d within the next few days the Chairman may be willing on his own authority to 
authorise the Assistant Commissioners to furnish the minutes for transmission to the House of 
Commons. 

I am to request that you will communicate this suggestion to the Chairman by telegraph and 
inform me at your earliest convenience of the Chairman’s reply. 


The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 


I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Sei-vant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 


Irish Office, 

Old Queen-street, S.W., 

7 th July , 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

In continuation of my letter of yesterday suggesting that the Chairman of the Board of Com- 
missioners of Intermediate Education might be willing to authorise the tx-ansmission by you of the 
Minutes of the Board to be laid before Parliament, I am desired by the Lord Lieutenant to add 
that in his view an immediate meeting of the Board has become necessary. The cox-respondence 
has been promised to the House of Commons and must be produced at an early date, but that 
correspondence might be deemed imperfect without an answer from the Board to my letter of 
•July 2nd, more especially having regard to the fact that the recent action and present attitude of 
the Boax-d have been, in some quarters, interpreted in a sense less favourable than that which 
commended itself to His Excellency. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 

The Assistant Commissioners, 

Intex-mediate Education Board for Ix-eland. 


Intermediate Education, Ix-eland, 

1, Hume-stx-eet, Dublin, 

7th July, 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6thixxstant. 

We have communicated with the Chairman by telegram and he has dix-ected us to state that as 
he is away there is aix objection on the part of the majority of the Commissioners to produce 
the minutes of the Board, and that he cannot take on himself the responsibility for ordering 
their px-oduction. The matter will be fully considered at the next meeting of the Board. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Bradt, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 

The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

g IR 9<A July , 1906. 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7tli instant, in continuation of your 
letter of the 6th instant, and to state, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
JJ* • special Meeting of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland has been summoned by 
the Chairman for Wednesday next, 11th instant, to consider the matters referred to in those 
letters. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Beady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

g JR Wtli July, 1906. 

The Intermediate Education Board for Ireland, at their Special Meeting this day had under 
consideration your letter of the 2nd instant. We are directed to state in reply, for the informa- 
tion of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that the Commissioners consider that a more careful 
perusal of their letter ot the 29th June will afford a complete and explicit answer to the question 
proposed, viz. .-—Why was there not sufficient time for the Commissioners to alter the Rules in 
accordance with the Resolution of the House of Commons 1 The Board, therefore, see no reason 
for re-stating these difficulties. 

There is, however, one portion of your letter of the 2nd instant to which the Commissioners 
think it necessary to give a distinct reply, viz. : — The statement that their action in passing the 
resolution of the 31st May last was inconsistent with the constitutional duty imposed upon them 
by their Act. . 

Tliis statement they conceive to rest on a misinterpretation of the Statute, and upon treating 
a f Ti r° n House of Commons as having that which it has not, the force of an 

i- 1 t -Parliament. That Resolution is no more than a supposed exercise of a limited power 
which, like the exercise of similar limited powers, is valid only so far as it is within the power. 
-Lae power of initiative in framing Rules is by the Act vested in the Commissioners solely, 
subject only to the approval of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. New matter cannot 
be introduced into them except when considered by the Commissioners to be required for the ad- 
vancement of Intermediate Education, and ueither House of Parliament can directly or indirectly 
compel them to introduce matter of which they do not approve. On the contrary the Statute 
impliedly imposes upon the Commissioners an obligation to use their own independent judgment 
m the matter of initiative, and they would violate their duty if, even in deference to the command 
of the House of Commons, they introduced into their Rules provisions which they honestly 
considered to be detrimental to Intermediate Education. 

The power reserved to the House of Parliament is in nowise inconsistent with this duty of 
the Commissionei-s. It is one of veto only. This is not only expressly provided, but the limita- 
tion was necessary to the scheme of the Act as the power is vested in each House separately and 
therefore its exercise could not take the place of the legislative authority of Parliament. 

Had the resolution been confined to disapproval of the words referred to in Rule 34 it would 
have been intra vires. In that event those words would have ceased to be part of the rule, but 
that effect would have been caused by the sole action of the House of Commons without rendering 
the Commissioners responsible for the alteration. The resolution, however, went further. It not 
only disapproved (as was within the competence of the House) the entire Code of Rules, but it 
proceeded to declare an intention to continue this disapproval until certain specified alterations 
were made by the Commissioners, which neither Houses of Parliament had power to dictate. 

lhis was an indirect attempt to compel the Commissioners either to yield to unconstitutional 
dictation or to see the youth of Ireland deprived of Intermediate examinations for the year. Their 
alleged breach of duty is their refusal to yield to this attempt. • 

Entertaining the views they have already conveyed to His Excellency on the educational 
aspect of the question, the real breach of duty would have been to have not acted as they have 
done. . 

You are under an error in supposing that the Commissioners in their subsequent action 
receded from their resolution of the 31st May. 

They willingly reconsidered their rules as soon as it was ascertained that the effect of the 
lesoluuon of the House of Commons Avas to annul the Avhole body of Rules previously prepaied by 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Intermediate Education Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, 

Dublin, 11<A July, 1906. 
Sir, 

The Intermediate Education Board had under consideration at their special Meeting this day 
your letters of the 6th and 7th instant on the subject of the production of the Board’s Minutes in 
reference to the Rules and Programme which were disallowed by the House of Commons. 

We are directed to transmit to you the following copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Board : — 

Resolved : — 

“ That while the Board are always ready to give information as to their action in regard 
to Intei-mediate Education, they are of opinion that no good purpose would be attained by 
the publication of the Minutes of their proceedings, which have always been regarded as 
private and confidential.” 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. 5. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 

The Under Secretary 

Dublin Castle. 


Irish Office, 

Old Queen-street, S.W., 

18i/i July, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to your letter of July 11th, I am directed by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to 
say that he has again read with care your letter of the 29th J une, but does not find in it any reply 
to the specific request that the Board should explain the reasons why it was not p ossible, within 
the limits of time available, to submit a set of rales meeting the views expressed in the Resolu- 
tion adopted by the House of Commons on May 21st What he does find is a statement of the 
reasons of the Board for dissenting from the Resolution, an entirely different matter. His 
Excellency must, therefore, express the opinion that the Board’s reply on this point is altogether 
unsatisfactory. 

Your letter of July 11th, raises for the first time the point that the House of Commons possesses 
the power of veto in respect of the Board’s Rules when submitted to it, but has no authority to direct 
what specific provisions shall be included in those Rules. 

It was never suggested by His Excellency that the House of Commons should itself prescribe 
in detail the contents of the Rules, but the power of veto necessarily implies that effect is to be 
given to the veto and that Rules should be framed by the body charged with preparing them 
which shall avoid the objection taken by the House to any Rules which may have been disap- 
proved. In this interpretation His Excellency is fortified by the opinion he has now received 
from the Law Officers of the Crown, both those for Ireland and those for England. 


When, therefore, the Board passed their first Resolution declining to comply with the 
Resolution adopted by the House of Commons on May 21st, they mistook a purely technical point 
for the real issue, and now that this real issue has been clearly placed before them His Excellency 
cannot but trust that the Board will recede from a position which at first he could not believe 
they intended to take up, and which, if persevered in, would gravely affect their usefulness. The 
Board must remember that under the Statute establishing them the Lord Lieutenant, in whom 
the power of appointment and removal is vested, is constitutionally responsible for the efficient 
working of the system created by the Statute, and that he cannot divest himself of that 
responsibility. 

For these among other reasons His Excellency trusts that the Board will recognise the plain 
duty which the law casts upon them of preparing Rules conformable with the views and wishes 
of the House. The urgency of the matter is emphasised by what the Board themselves say as to 
the necessity of givinglong notice of intended changes to the Schools which may be affected, and 
His Excellency therefore counts upon receiving the new Rules not later than the 15th of October 
next. 


I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 


The Assistant Commissioners, 

Intermediate Education Board for Ireland. 
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Irish Office, 

18<A July , 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 11th 
July, transmitting the terms of a Resolution which was adopted by the Commissioners of Inter- 
mediate Education at their meeting on that date, and stating their opinion that no good purpose 
would be attained by the publication of the minutes of their proceedings which have always been 
regarded as private and confidential. 

In view of the wish very generally expressed in the House of Commons that the minutes of the 
Board which refer to the disapproval of their Rules should be produced, His Excellency regrets 
that the Board decline to make their minutes available for the information of the House. 

The Board expressed the wish that their letter of 1st June should be published, and I am now 
directed by His Excellency to inform the Board that it is intended to present the whole correspon- 
dence to Parliament. 


I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 


The Commissioners of Intermediate Education, 
Hume-street, Dublin. 


Sir 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

19 th July , 1906. 


We oeg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant in reply to our letter 
of the 11th instant, which shall be submitted to the Board at their next meeting. 

We are, Sir, 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 
Swift Paine Johnston, 
Assistant Commissioners. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

19 Ik July, 1906. 


Sir, 


We beg to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 18th instant, stating that it is 
intended to present to Parliament the correspondence with regard to the position of Irish in the 


We shall submit the letter to the Board at their next meeting. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. .T. Bellingham Brady, 
Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


The TJnder Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 
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Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin 

25 th July , 1906. 


The Board have had under consideration your letter of the 18th instant, in which you convey 
the opinion of His Excellencv the Lord Lieutenant, that the Board’s reply as to the possibility of 
submitting, within the limits' of time available, a set of Rules meeting the views of the House of 
Commons, is altogether unsatisfactory. 

We are directed to inform you that, although the Board regard their former answer as full and 
explicit, they proceed to recapitulate a few of the matters stated in, or to be inferred from, then- 
previous letters. 

‘ The Board never suggested that it was not possible, within the limits of time available, on 
receipt of the Resolution adopted by the House of Commons on the 21st of May, to submit a set 
of Rules for 1907, framed in accordance with this Resolution. 

The Board, as expressed in their resolution of the 31st of May, felt themselves compelled on 
educational grounds to decline to adopt the resolution of the House of Commons. The difficulty 
as to time arose when the Board received a communication from the Government informing them 
that the Law Officers had advised that the effect of the Resolution of the House of Commons was 
to invalidate the entire code of Rules submitted to Parliament and calling upon the Board to 
prepare a new code. The date of this letter was the lltli of -Tune last. That letter rightly 
pointed out that the matter was very urgent, as the Rules should lie on the tables of the Houses 
of Parliament; for forty days. The number of days on which Parliament was then, by the Com- 
missioners, in common with the general public, expected to sit scarcely exceeded forty. Time was 
necessary for summoning a meeting of the Board to frame the new Rules, for their approval by 
His Excellency when prepared bv the Board, for their sealing at another Board meeting after they 
had received notice of His Excellency’s approval, and for the transmission of copies of them to 
Parliament. Thus, even allowing only a day or two for the preparation of the Rules by the 
Commissioners, the limits of time were too short to accomplish the purpose of His Excellency. 

But this mere statement of dates, although sufficient in itself to constitute a reply to the ques- 
tion which His Excellency considers to have been answered altogether unsatisfactorily, is insuffi- 
cient to bring home to the mind the impossibility of preparing, in so short a time, a set of Rules 
meeting the views expressed in the Resolution of the House of Commons, even if the Board had 
considered it in accordance with their duty to do so. To realise this, the Resolution must be 
divided into two parts that as to Irish, and that as to Domestic Economy and Hygiene. A 
mode by which it was suggested that effect could be given to the desire underlying the Resolution 
of the House of Commons was by prescribing that each student should pass in two languages in 
addition to English, instead of ‘in one, as at present, provided it be either Latin, French, or 
German. . 

To exact from students in all courses, including the Experimental Science Course, proficiency 
in two languages, would have been a departure from the policy hitherto followed by the Board. 

It was also obviously a matter of such far-reaching importance, especially to the weaker students, 
that the opinion of the Heads of schools and other educational authorities with regard to it could 
not safely be dispensed with. Manifestly the addition of a second language demanded a careful 
revision of the whole course of studies with a view to avoid the danger of over-pressure. Such a 
review involving questions of great complexity had in previous years occupied the Board tor 
months with the assistance of special committees and expert advisers. Any alteration of the 
present Rules on such a cardinal point, if insufficiently considered, might have wrecked the entire 
system of Intermediate Education. It was clearly impossible to elaborate a system ot Rules 
embodying such fundamental changes in two or three days. 

The other part of the Resolution, vi/.., that which requires Domestic Economy and Hygiene to 
be prescribed as a main subject, would also have demanded careful consideration in concert with 

the Department of Agriculture and Technical Education. 

In further reply we are to state that the Board will submit to His Excellency at the earliest 
date consistent with the careful consideration of the difficult questions involved, a draft of the 
Rules which they propose for the educational year 1907-8. . 

In preparing these Rules, they will recognize, as they have always done, that under their 
statute, His Excellency has a constitutional responsibility in the preparation of new Rules, lhey 
will therefore always respectfully consider his views and wishes, and will endeavour to give ettect 
to them, so far as in their opinion any suggested changes are consistent with the interests ot 
Intermediate Education. „ , , . , , , 

They believe it, however, to be their duty to exercise, in respect of changes, that independent 
judgment which the Act requires them to use, and which they consider it inconsistent with then- 
duty to abandon. Although they do not anticipate that, upon His Excellency s consideration ot 
the Draft Rules in the autumn, his views will be so divergent from those of the Board as to rendei 
agreement impossible, they suggest that, if such disagreement should unhappily arise, the cons i- 
tutional method of determining it will be by the dismissal by His Excellency of those members o 
the Board whose opinions are not in harmony with his own. ,, , . 

In the meantime, for the reasons stated in onr letter of the 11th iMtant, the Board most 
respectfully decline to accept the statements reiterated in your last letter, to the ettect tha 
the duty is cast upon them if preparing Rules conformable with the mews and wishes of the .House 
of Commons. The Government, as we have already pointed out, by exercising its powem of 
dismissal and new appointment, may obtain a Board whose opinions will coincide w* the mews 
of the House. But that is a wholly different thing from attempting to compel ‘he «x*stmg 
Commissioners to act against their own opinions, and, because they liavo declined , 

imputing to them, in toe name and with the authority of the Lord Lieutenant, a breach of 

constitutional duty. 
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The. Commissioners respectfully say that they cannot act upon the statement in your letter that 
the Law Officers, for England and Ireland have put an interpretation upon the Act that the power 
of veto necessarily implies that such Rules shall be framed, by the body charged with the duty of 
preparing them, as shall avoid the objection taken by the Rouse to any Rules which may have 
been disapproved. They have obtained advice on this subject, and submit herewith a copy of the 
case and opinion, upon which they are prepared to act. As pointed out in our last letter, the 
power of veto is conferred upon each House of Parliament. Were this power extended by impli- 
cation as now suggested, either House might, by resolution, require the introduction of provisions 
inconsistent with provisions upon which the other House might insist or might veto the Rules which 
the other required. If this happened, the Board could not undertake the impossible task of pre- 
paring Rules conformable with antagonistic views. It would surely, in such a case, not be their 
duty to attempt to perform it ; and as the interpretation of an Act of Parliament cannot vary 
according to subsequent events, the suggested duty can no more lie upon them in the present case 
than it would in that supposed. 

Your letter also states that it was never “suggested by His Excellency that the House of 
Commons should prescribe in detail the contents of the Rules.” This seems to ignore the fact 
that the question of amending the Rules was not raised in the first instance by His Excellency 
at all, who, indeed, had formally given his approval of them, and never intimated to the Board 
any desire to withdraw or modify that approval until after the passing of the Resolution of the 
House. And that Resolution does prescribe in detail and verbatim the amendments the House 
desired, and suspends the approval by the House of the Rules until the detailed amendments 
should be embodied therein. 

_ In conclusion, they venture to add that the tone of the letters addressed to them by the Under- 
secretary reveals a conception of their relation to the Executive which they cannot accept. The 
Board are now practically ordered to make certain changes in their Rules before a certain date, 
under the thinly-veiled threat of removal from the position, the duties of which they were invited 
to undertake. If this represents the deliberate opinion of the Irish Government as to the 
relations of the Board with the Executive, it is difficult to see how men of any standing and self- 
respect can continue to hold a position which will be rendered not only irksome but humiliating. 

The Board cannot think that His Excellency intends this to be the effect of the peremptory 
tone of the Under-Secretary’s letters. The Board are ready to perform zealously their statutory 
duties as they have done heretofore. But if they are to be in future treated as a department 
receiving peremptory instructions from the Executive Government, it will become a serious 
question how long they' can be responsible for the charge committed to them, with any respect to 
themselves or advantage to the interests of education. 

The Board assume that the present letter will be included in those presented to the House of 
Commons especially as the meeting at which it was adopted was, on the request of the Under- 
secretary, summoned at short notice in order to enable it to be so included. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Beady, 
Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 

The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 


Case on behalf of the Intermediate Board for Ireland. 

Counsel is sent print of the Act 41 & 42 Victoria, chapter 66, constituting the Board, a copy 
of the Rules made by the Board thereunder for the Educational year 1907, a copy of the 
Resolution of the House of Commons disapproving of same (this resolution is copied in the 
letter of the 24th May, page 1 of the correspondence), and a copy of the correspondence which 
has lately passed between the Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant and the Board in reference 
to such resolution. 

The draft reply referred to in query will be sent to Counsel later on in the evening. He is 
requested to answer the following queries : — 


Opinion. 

Section 5 of the Act casts on the Board the 
duty of promoting Intermediate Secular Edu- 
cation in Ireland in the manner provided by 
the Act. 

In my opinion they are bound to carry out 
this duty as they think they best can, accord- 
ing to the best of their judgment and ability. 

The 6th section provides for Rules for the 
purposes of the Act. 

Four authorities are empowered by the 
Statute to deal with these Rules : — 


1. Is the opinion of His Excellency which 
was conveyed to the Board in the Under Sec- 
retary’s letter of the 2nd July, that- the action 
of the Board in passing the resolution of the 
31st May was inconsistent with the constitu- 
tional duty imposed upon them by the Act 
which established the Board, correct in law ? 


(1) The Board are to make the Rules; 

(2) The Lord Lieutenant is to approve of 
the Rules, i-e., they are subject to his ap- 
proval, and to be made with it ; 

(3) The House of Commons, or 
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(4) The House of Lords may within the 
time limited disapprove of the Rules when 
made by the Board and approved of by the 
Lord Lieutenant, and such rules or such part 
thereof as shall be so disapproved shall there- 
upon become void and of no effect. 

I think it clear that (3) and (4) as well as 
(1) and (2) are cases in which limited statutory 
powers are conferred, and none the less so 
because the bodies on which the limited statu- 
tory powers are conferred happen to be the 
House of Lords and House of Commons. 

In exercising this jurisdiction the powers 
must be ascertained from the words of the Act, 
and the Act is clear, their power is only to 
disapprove — i.e., a power of veto. 

On the other hand, the Board, in the exercise 
of their power to make the rules, are, in my 
opinion, bound to carry out the trust reposed 
in them by Section 5 as above defined. The 
Houses of Parliament are not entrusted with 
the function of making, amending, or suggest- 
ing rules. 

It is, of course, open to them to give reasons 
for their disapproval, and it is quite open to 
the Board to take their reasons into considera- 
tion when reconstructing new rules, but they 
are in no respect bound to give effect to their 
reasons, or to make rules in accordance there- 
with, if, according to the best of their judgment, 
such rules would not be a proper carrying out 
of the trusts confided to them by the statute. 

This all seems to me matter of settled ele- 
mentary law, and I find it difficult to believe 
that the Law Officers have really given opinions 
inconsistent with the above. Having thus 
explained my views of the powers and functions 
of the four statutory authorities (1), (2), (3), 
and (4), I answer the queries as follows : — 

To No. 1. 

In my opinion it is not correct in law. 

(2.) In my opinion it is correct in Law. 


(3.) Tn my opinion it is not correct. 


(4.) (a) In my opinion this duty is not cast 
on them by the Act. 


(4.) ( b ) In my opinion they are at liberty to 
act as suggested. 


(5.) In my opinion it did not. 


(6.) In my opinion they are coiTect. 


2. Is the view of the law set forth in the 
letter of the Assistant Commissioners to the 
Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of the 
11th July, correct 1 ? 

3. Is the interpretation of the Intermediate 
Education Act, which in the letter of the Under 
Secretary of the 18th J uly, is attributed to the 
Law Officers of England and Ireland, correct 1 

4. (a) In reference to the concluding State- 
ment in the letter of the 18th July, His 
Excellency trusts that the Board will recognise 
the plain duty which the law casts upon them 
of preparing rules conformable with the views 
and wishes of the House. Is this duty cast 
upon them by the Act 1 

or 

4. (6) Are they at liberty to act upon their 
own opinion as to the effect, which the carrying 
out of these views and resolutions would have 
on Intermediate Education generally, and to 
give effect to them only, so far as they are of 
opinion that they are consistent with sound 
educational principles 1 

5. Did the resolution of the 31st May, as 
stated in the Under Secretary’s letter of the 
18th July, mistake a purely technical point for 
the real issue ? 

6. Are the statements in the draft contem- 
plated reply to the letter of the 18th July, so 
far as they are statements of law, correct ? 


24 : 7 • 06 . 


S. Ronan, 

45, Fitzwilliam-square. 


George C. Stapleton, Solicitor, 

29, Molesworth-street, Dublin. 
24 : 7 : 06. 

0 
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Dublin Castle, 

31 si July, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of July 25th (with enclosure) 
and in reply thereto am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to make the following observations ’ 

The information now given as to why the Board did not furnish a new set of Rules for the 
approval of the Lord Lieutenant would, if given at the proper moment, have gone far to relieve 
the Board from the adverse criticism to which it seemed exposed, and would have enabled the 
Chief Secretary in Parliament to explain its attitude. 

In my letter of the 18th instant, it was stated that the veto of the House of Commons on the 
Rules as submitted to it implied that effect should be given to the veto and that an obligation 
rested upon the Rule-making Authority (in the present case the Board) to make Rules which 
should avoid the objection taken to the Rules which were disapproved. To this view His 
Excellency, guided by his legal advisers, adheres, notwithstanding the opinion of Counsel which is 
an enclosure to your letter. 

In your letter under reply the Board, while declining to admit their duty to prepare Rules con- 
formable with the views and wishes of the House of Commons, recognise His Excellency’s consti- 
tutional responsibility for their Rules, and in view thereof intimate that they will endeavour to' 
give effect to his views and wishes on the subject. 

His Excellency desires to find in this admission a recognition by the Board, in essence if not in 
express terms, of their ultimate obligation to comply with the decision of the House of Commons 
For if the Lord Lieutenant be, as he undoubtedly is, under the constitutional obligation to <nve 
substantial effect, in one form or another, to the views of the House of Commons, and if the Board 
be responsible for producing Rules which the Lord Lieutenant can accept, it follows that the 
Board’s Rules must be such as will be acceptable to the House of Commons. As the House has 
expressed its mind in the Resolution, and as the Lord Lieutenant feels, and has declared himself 
bound to give substantial effect to that Resolution, it follows that the Board, in preparing the new 
Rules, must aim at conforming with the views of the House. If this be not their aim, the”difficulty 
which arose in the present year, and which had, under pressure of time to secure some Rules to 
be avoided by the repetition of the Rules for the current year, will be reproduced in an a^^ravated 
form. 00 

The real question does not turn upon the form of the Resolution passed by the House, but upon 
its general control. Unless, therefore, His Excellency receives from the Board at an early date 
the assurance that in preparing their new Rules they will aim at substantial compliance with the 
Resolution of the House of Commons, which His Excellency must regard as the criterion of a 
satisfactory set of new Rules, he can have no confidence that the Board’s efforts to produce a 
satisfactory set of Rules will be successful; and what is still more serious, he will be forced to the 
conclusion that the Board contest the authority of the House of Commons. A situation of extreme 
gravity would thereby be created, for it is obvious that a wide divergence of view as to the 
relations between the House and the Board raises an issue going beyond the present occasion and 
calculated to destroy the harmonious working of the system as a whole. 

In conclusion, I am to advert to the Board’s dissatisfaction with the tone of the communications 
which have been addressed to them. If the dissatisfaction be with the statements of His Excel- 
lency s views upon the constitutional relations of Parliament, himself, and the Board, I am to 
remark that the Board passed a Resolution which appeared to dispute the authority of the House 
of Commons and by their own choice raised the issue. His Excellency’s statements thereon 
were founded on advice which he received from the Law Officers of the Crown, and he certainly 
had no wish to make them more absolute than the occasion required. 

The request for the submission to Government by October 15, of the new Rules to be prepared 
by the Board was not meant to have a peremptory air. It was rendered necessary by the 
circumstances, which the Board themselves noted, that long notice of new Rules is required, 
which makes it important to place the new Rules before Parliament early in the Autumn 
■session. 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 


The Assistant Commissioners 
of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 


Your obedient Servant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 


Sib, 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

31 si July, 1906. 


, . b ®S *? acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, which shall be 
submitted to the Board at their next Meeting, the date of which has not been fixed. 


The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Bbady 
Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 
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Dublin Castle, 

ls< August, 1906. 


Gentlemen, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 31st July, and to state that the 
Chief Secretary is obliged to take into immediate consideration the presentation to Parliament of 
the correspondence between the Irish Government and the Board of Intermediate Education. I 
am therefore to request you to be good enough to make the necessary arrangements for having a 
meeting of the Board called at the earliest possible date to consider the letter of the Under Secre- 
tary dated 31st July. 

In view of the fact that the House of Commons will adjourn on the 4th instant, I am to 
request you to inform me, if possible, to-day, when this meeting will be held. 


I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen,] 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. Dougherty. 


The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1 Hume Street, Dublin, 

lsi August, 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's date, and in reply we are to 
state that the Chairman considers that it would not be fair to the Board were the Under Secretary s 
letter of yesterday to be considered at a Meeting which many of the Commissioners could not 
possibly attend. The legal vacation commenced to-day. The Chairman, in pursuance of an 
arrangement made a month since, leaves to-morrow morning for America. The Vice-Chairman 
also has left Ireland, and many other Members of the Board are at great distances from Dublin. 
Further, we are to inform you that, to the best of our opinion, it would not be possible for even 
one-lialf of the Commissioners to attend a Meeting called for an early date. 

At the last Meeting it was necessary to make arrangements for the Meetings of the Board 
during the vacation, especially as your letter of the 18th ultimo made it incumbent upon them to 
consider the Rules for 1908 at an early date. It was accordingly ordered by the Board that 
(subject to one exception which relates solely to the award of exhibitions, prizes, and passes a 
duty which it has been found possible to discharge by a bare quorum) their next Meeting should 
be on the 19 th September next, and that the only matter which should be then considered should 
be the draft Rules for 1908. It was further ordered that anything then done should be provisional 
and subject to reconsideration at the desire of any Commissioner at the first Meeting to be held 
about the 10th October next, which was considered to be the earliest date at which a Meeting 
representative of the Board as a whole could be held. 

You will see from the above that we have not, nor indeed has even the Chairman, power to 
summon a meeting to consider the Under Secretary’s letter of the 31st ultimo at a date earlier 
than the 10th October next. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 
Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 


C 2 
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Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

17 th October , 1906. 

Sir, 

The Intermediate Education Board have had under consideration vour letter 
of the 31st July last; and, in reply, we are directed to state that the Commissioners 
are of opinion that their position in regard to the Resolution passed by the House 
of Commons on the 21st May last— a position from which they have never receded— 
has been made clear by them from the beginning, and need not be re-stated. 

They recognise, and have never disputed the statutory right of either House of 
Parliament to disallow, in whole or in part, Rules prepared by the Board and 
approved by His Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant, and they also recognise that the 
disapproval of these Rules by either House imposes on the rule-making authority 
the obligation of preparing and submitting to Parliament Rules in substitution for 
any winch may have been disallowed, and they have accordingly prepared for sub- 
mission to His Excellency, Rules for the Examinations of 1908. 

, The Board can assure His Excellency that, in preparing these new Rules, they 
lave had regard not only to the interests of Secondary Education in Ireland, but 
also to the express wishes of His Excellency m reference to the Resolutions of the 
House of Commons. They feel confident, therefore, that His Excellency will 
receive them as the best solution they can offer of a difficult problem: and if they 
meet with his approval they feel entitled to rely on the support of the Govmn 
ment when the matter is submitted to the Houses of Parliament, 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are. Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

nth October , 1906. 

Sir, 

to you rtfi dn e uwi e tu by ““ Intermedii *» Education Board for Ireland to transmit 
ProvramL of r > - h °i aCC T pa ^ ymg Draft Rllles and Schedule containing the 
be lood eToueb r Tt ° nS f ? r the year 1908 ’ and WB request Hat you will 

the^ortr^eutenant ^o^his Approval !'^ Unl ^ y ° f ”*”*** ^ 

For convenience of comparison we also transmit (in duplicated a Schedule of 
those Rules of 1906 which have been altered for 1908. The Rules of 1906 are 
S bk e .'P r .°P osed Rules for 1908, and the addi^!! £ 

tions to appear much more extensive than they are in fact. S 

The most important changes are: — 

1. Rules for passing. 

2. Abolition of special prizes in Greek and German. 

T tLXeni Co ° f Dome , sti<: Economy and Hygiene as one subject in 
subjects Courses, and adding the new subject to the list of main 

4. Scheme for awarding Exhibitions and Prizes. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 
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Dublin Castle, 

22 nd October, 1906. 


Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Lords Justices to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 17th instant forwarding, for submission to Their Excellencies, the Draft 
Rules and Schedule containing the Programme of the Examinations for the year 
1908 under the Commissioners of Intermediate Education. 

Their Excellencies desire me to express their thanks to the Commissioners for 
the very full explanations of the alterations as set forth in the Schedule, which 
the Commissioners have introduced into the Draft Rules and Programme now under 
consideration. 

Their Excellencies observe that, under Rule No. 7, the Commissioners have 
omitted “ History” from that part of the Rule referring to the Honour Subjects in 
the Language and Literature of Ireland, although the Programme of Examination 
in Irish in the Senior Grade prescribes an examination in the outline of the 
Literary History of Ireland for a definite period, as in the cases of the Honour 
Examinations in the same Grade for French and other Modern Languages. 

Their Excellencies feel that the omission of “ History” in Rule No. 7 as regards 
Ireland will lead to misapprehension and provoke criticism. They, therefore, 
desire me to request that the Commissioners will be so good as to consider the 
propriety of inserting “ History” in the part of Rule No. 7 referring to Ireland. 

Their Excellencies observe that the Programme of Examinations for 1908 in 
the Irish Language in all Grades is much more extensive than in that of previous 
years. They are anxious that there should be no opportunity for objections and 
complaints, that a more difficult course is prescribed in Irish than in Modern 
Languages, and they, therefore, desire me to suggest that the Commissioners will 
be good enough to re-consider the Programme for Irish with a view to its modifica- 
tion, if in the opinion of the Commissioners, any alteration of the course be 
compatible with the maintenance of a sufficiently high standard of attainment in 
the subject. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. Dougherty. 


The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

22 nd October, 1906. 

Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, which 
we shall submit to the Board at their next Meeting. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 
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Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

24 th October, 1906. 

Sir, 

The Intermediate Education Board for Ireland, at their Meeting this day, 
had under consideration your letter of the 22nd instant, and we are directed to 
inform you, for the information of Their Excellencies the Lords Justices, that 
they have decided to amend Rules 6 and 7 of the Draft Rules for the year 1908 by 
inserting “ History” after the word “ Literature” in the lines, ** Language and 
Literature of Ireland” in each Rule, so that these lines may now read, “ Language, 
Literature, and History of Ireland.” 

With regard to the Courses in Irish we are further to state that, in drafting 
these Courses, the Board had the assistance of the distinguished scholars, 
Professor Rhys, of Jesus College, Oxford, and Professor Strachan, of Owens 
College, Manchester. The Board were of opinion, when submitting the case to 
these experts, that greater scientific value would be given to the courses by the in- 
troduction of a certain amount of Middle Irish, an opinion confirmed by the 
experts whom they consulted. Having, however, re-considered the matter in the 
light of the letter of Their Excellencies, they have introduced modifications into 
the Programme which they hope will meet with Their Excellencies’ approval. Some 
formal changes have also been made. 

They submit the Rules and Programme as modified. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 

The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 


Gentlemen, 


Dublin Castle, 

25 th October, 1906. 


™> f T> g y0 ' l J i ettcr . ° f . tIle 24th lnstan fc. forwarding amended Draft 
the iST™?' ° f J Jf 1 matrons nnder the Intermediate Education Act, for 
the year 1908, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request that you will be so 
good as to move the Commissioners of Intermediate Education to cause the Rules 
to be duly sealed and submitted for His Excellency’s approval. 


I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. Dougherty. 


The Assistant Commissioners, 

Intermediate Education, 
Hume-street, Dublin. 
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Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

27 th October , 1906. 


Sir, . -tit 

With reference to your letter of the 25th instant, we are directed by the 
Intermediate Education Board to transmit herewith amended Draft Rules and 
Programme of Examinations for the year 1908, duly sealed and signed, for approval 
of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are. Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


Dublin Castle, 

3rd November, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, transmitting, for His Excellency’s approval, the Draft 
Rules and Programme of Intermediate Examinations for the year 1908, and to 
return the same with His Excellency’s approval duly noted thereon. 


I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 


J. B. Dougherty. 

The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 


Irish Office, Old Queen-street, S.W., 

9 th November, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, in further reply to 
your letter of the 17th ultimo, to say that, while he is glad to have received from 
the Board a new set of Rules which carry out the wishes expressed by the House of 
Commons on the 31st of May last, he cannot but regret that the terms of your letter 
should appear to imply that the Board adhere to the position which they took up 
m their earlier letters. Adherence in practice to that position would, in His 
Excellency’s opinion, have destroyed the possibility of harmonious co-operation 
between himself and the Board. 

But while thus marking his sense of the Board’s earlier attitude, he desires 
to recognise the care which the Board have bestowed upon the preparation of the 
present satisfactory set of Rules. 


I am. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 


The Assistant Commissioners 

of Intermediate Education, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin. 
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Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

I, Hume-street, Dublin, 

10 th November , 1906. 


We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant which 
we shall submit to the Board at their next Meeting. 

We are, Sir, 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


Your obedient Servants, 

T. J. Bellingham Beady, 

Swift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


Sib, 


Intermediate Education, Ireland, 

1, Hume-street, Dublin, 

18*A December, 1906. 


The Intermediate Education Board for Ireland have had under consideration 
your letter of the 9th ultimo. The Board assume that the correspondence which 
passed between the Government and themselves in connection with the Vote of the 
House of Commons on the 21st May last is now closed, and they desire to know 
when the publication of that correspondence, as promised by the Chief Secretary 
m the House of Commons, will take place. 


The Under Secretary, 
Dublin Castle. 


We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

^ T. J. Bellingham Beady, 

\, '.^wift Paine Johnston, 

Assistant Commissioners. 


Irish Office, Old Queen-street, S.W., 

20 th December, 1906. 

Gentlemen, 

-*• ^ es ^ e< ^ b y kbe Lords J ustices to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

December 18th, and to inform you that, as the Commissioners continue to desire 
that the correspondence should be laid before Parliament, directions to that effect 
nave now been given. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. P. MacDonnell. 

The Assistant Commissioners, 

Intermediate Education Board for Ireland. 


A. X. & Co. (Ltd.) 
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